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the devastation of the region, which virtually
shut down civil services in the area. For exam-
ple, New Orleans residents after Hurricane
Katrina were scattered across 44 states.
These uprooted citizens had difficulty reg-
istering and voting both with absentee ballots
and at satellite voting stations. As a result,
those elections took place fully 8 months after
the disaster, and it required the efforts of non-
profits, such as the NAACP, to ensure that
voters had the access they are constitutionally
guaranteed.

We need to address the election fraud that
we know occurring, such as voting machine
integrity and poll volunteer training and com-
petence. After every election that occurs in
this country, we have solid documented evi-
dence of voting inconsistencies and errors. In
2004, in New Mexico, malfunctioning ma-
chines mysteriously failed to properly register
a presidential vote on more than 20,000 bal-
lots. 1 million ballots nationwide were flawed
by faulty voting equipment—roughly one for
every 100 cast.

Those who face the most significant barriers
are not only the poor, minorities, and rural
populations. 1.5 million college students,
whose addresses change often, and the elder-
ly, will also have difficulty providing docu-
mentation.

In fact, newly married individuals face sig-
nificant barriers to completing a change in sur-
name. For instance, it can take 6-8 weeks to
receive the marriage certificate in the mail, an-
other two weeks (and a full day waiting in line)
to get the new Social Security card, and finally
three-four weeks to get the new drivers li-
cense. There is a significant possibility that
this bill will also prohibit newlyweds from vot-
ing if they are married within three months of
Election Day.

The right to vote is a critical and sacred
constitutionally protected civil right. To chal-
lenge this is to erode our democracy, chal-
lenge justice, and mock our moral standing. |
urge my colleagues to join me in dismissing
this crippling legislation, and pursue effective
solutions to the real problems of election fraud
and error. We cannot let the rhetoric of an
election year destroy a fundamental right upon
which we have established liberty and free-
dom.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank my colleagues, Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER, Mr. ScoTT, and Ms. JACKSON
LEE, for their contributions.

We have no further requests for time.
Under those circumstances, I yield
back the balance of my time.

———

HONORING LIEUTENANT ERIC
WALLACE AND LIEUTENANT
GREGORY PICKARD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. FLORES) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, on Feb-
ruary 15 and 16, a couple of weeks ago,
America lost two more heroes and dedi-
cated first responders. On those dates,
the Bryan Fire Department responded
to a fire at the Knights of Columbus
Hall in Bryan, Texas. This blaze was
fierce, and ultimately the roof col-
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lapsed, taking the lives of Lieutenant
Eric Wallace and Lieutenant Gregory
Pickard. In addition, firefighters Ricky
Mantey, Jr., and Mitch Moran were
critically injured during the rescue op-
eration.

Lieutenant Gregory Pickard was
born in Guymon, Oklahoma, and even-
tually made his way to the great State
of Texas. Pickard was a 32-year veteran
of the Bryan Fire Department. During
those 32 years, he served our commu-
nity through one of the darkest days of
our community, the collapse of the
bonfire at Texas A&M University.
Lieutenant Pickard served as a rescue
division commander during the search
and rescue of the victims and, ulti-
mately, the 12 fallen students. He rose
through the ranks and served as bat-
talion chief from 1999 to 2005 before
choosing to step back to lieutenant to
finish out his career. Pickard also
served as an EMT and obtained his Ad-
vanced Firefighter certificate, and he
was a leader in establishing many of
the current Bryan Fire Department
firefighting operations.

Lieutenant Eric Wallace was born
here in our Nation’s capital and, just
like Lieutenant Pickard, eventually
found his way to Texas. He also adapt-
ed quickly to our Texas culture and be-
came an avid hunter. Wallace was a 13-
year veteran of the Bryan Fire Depart-
ment, and in 2010 he received an award
for bravery during a fire in 2009 from
the 100 Club.

On February 20, I attended the me-
morial service for both of these honor-
able men and stood with their families
and friends, their fellow first respond-
ers, and the hundreds of citizens in at-
tendance to honor and recognize these
local heroes. We all mourned, and yet
we celebrated the lives of both these
great men. On February 21 and Feb-
ruary 22, Lieutenant Eric Wallace and
Lieutenant Gregory Pickard were laid
to rest in Marlin and Bryan, Texas.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
the families and many friends of Lieu-
tenant Wallace and Lieutenant
Pickard. They will forever be remem-
bered as outstanding firefighters, hus-
bands, and devoted fathers. We thank
them and their families for their serv-
ice and their sacrifice for our commu-
nity.

Also, our thoughts and prayers are
with firefighters Ricky Mantey, Jr.,
and Mitch Moran, who were critically
injured during the fire. We pray that
our Heavenly Father will give them a
speedy recovery and comfort their fam-
ilies.

The sacrifices of these men model the
words of Jesus in John 15:13, where he
said:

Greater love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friends.

God bless our first responders, and
God bless America.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
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declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 47 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
0 1913

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BISHOP of Utah) at 7
o’clock and 13 minutes p.m.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
S. 47, VIOLENCE AGAINST
WOMEN REAUTHORIZATION ACT
OF 2013

Mr. NUGENT, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 113-10) on the resolution (H.
Res. 83) providing for consideration of
the bill (S. 47) to reauthorize the Vio-
lence Against Women Act of 1994,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. VELAZQUEZ (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today on account of ill-
ness.

——————

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 298. An act to prevent nuclear prolifera-
tion in North Korea, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. NUGENT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 14 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, February 27, 2013, at 10
a.m. for morning-hour debate.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

510. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting a report enti-
tled. ‘‘Independent Oversight Activities of
the Department of Energy’s Office of Health,
Safety and Security for Fiscal Year 2012"’; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

511. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department
of State, transmitting Pursuant to Section
506(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961, as amended, notification of the Presi-
dent’s intent to drawdown funds in defense
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